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Biodiversity and the market
Fostering innovation starting from the legacy of traditions

La Granda

when small landowners changed their destiny

• The very first Slow Food Praesidium was founded in 1996, when 6
breeders gathered in order to counteract the disappearing of
Piedmontese cattle.
• Piedmontese cattle is a white native-breed cattle, typical of the NorthWestern region of Italy.
• In the end of the 80s, the breed was slowly disappearing: breeders
where converting their farm to breed Holstein cows, in order to
produce milk and take advantage of the European CAP.
• Piedmontese cattle have different attitudes to the Holstein :
• they take meadows to graze;
• they are very efficient in converting grass and hay in high quality, low fat
meat, but grow slowly;
• they produce high quality milk, as well, but in very scarce quantity.

• When the demand for milk was growing worldwide, the future of
Piedmontese cattle seemed to be doomed.

La Granda

when small landowners changed their destiny (con’t)

• In 1996, breeders were 6 only. They are currently 75 and many others
submitted their candidacy to be admitted in the association.
• The slaughterhouse of the association was inaugurated in 2004. The
cows that were sold to butchers in 2002 were 386 only. Last year they
peaked 3500, that means more than 70 per week.
• Through years, association’s activity enlarged and currently La Granda
produces and markets many different specialties, not made of beef only.
• New associates are admitted if the demand allows to do it maintaining
high incomes: last year, La Granda producers gained an average of 35%
more then their colleagues, breeders in Italy as well.
• The discipline to enter La Granda is extremely strict and take controls
on the way of farming and managing the breeding station.
• La Granda succeded in de-commoditify beef from Piedmontese
cattle, guaranteeing the consumers about key factors like animal
welfare, tremendous reduction of veterinarian medicine, strict
prohibition for the use of fertilizers, hormones and antibiotics.
• Slow Food helped La Granda to get in touch with butchers and
distribution chains interested in high quality meat.

Amaranth

the spinach of poor become a resource for future

• Amaranth: a plant with a protein profile so complete that according to
the FAO/WHO Nutritionist's Protein Value Chart its score, 75%, its not
only higher than the celebrated soybeans (68%) but also than milk (72%).
• The genus Amaranthus belongs to the family Amaranthaceae, a large
family which contains approximately 180 genera and 2,500 species
• The genus Amaranthus is a cosmopolitan genus that contains between
60 and 90 species.
• The domestication of Amaranth as a false cereal occurred in preColombian Mexico: Aztec people used to thresh and consume
amaranth
• Since 1950 amaranth increased in the cultivation of different countries:
even the NASA got interested in it, seeing in amaranth a potential source
of nutrition for its astronauts due to its impressive protein profile
(amaranth proteins possess all the essential amino acids78 humans
need), its ability to grow in harsh conditions and the brevity of its
growing cycle.
• Since 1950, subtropical countries like India started to produce amaranth,
under the influence of the pioneer of amaranth: Robert Rodale.

Amaranth

the spinach of poor become a resource for future (con’t)

• Today, amaranth seeds and leaves feed the people of Mexico, Central and South
America, India, the Middle East, and part of Africa. The United States, Canada and
Europe grow little amaranth. The Chinese feed amaranth to livestock but seldom
eat it themselves. In the hills of north-western India, farmers plant as much as
half their non-irrigated land with amaranth.
• The plant (leaves and seeds) is becoming more and more popular among
vegetarians and vegans of Western World.
• Producers find big obstacles to enter the markets of Europe and North America:
lack of proper technology (the seeds are extremely small), lack of investments to
improve cultivation and selection.
• The current vision of Amaranth is double sided:
• old wisdom that holds the possibility of enhancing the nutritional status and rural
welfare of their countries, thus enhancing a cultural and historical symbol through
scientific research.
• a potential nitrogen-rich new crop that could be even more powerful (and profitable)
than soy or maize, to be produced intensively

• Producers could gather in order to improve the production while they
inform consumers about the virtues and the environmental consequences
of amaranth cultivated properly. World networks like Slow Food and Terra
Madre may help in establishing new links among producers and distributors,
opening new channels to market this ancient superfood.

Nisrine Carmen Zaaroui
Sustainable Sourcing Project Manager, L'Oreal

Direct sourcing of certified products from
Smallholders
SPOT Beluran

Datuk Darrel Webber
CEO, RSPO

Jurisdictional Approach
An approach for Smallholders towards Sustainable Producers

PHASE I

Jurisdictional Approach
Question 1

Will this process be guided by multiple
stakeholders?

Question 2

How will the Jurisdiction remove deforestation
from Palm Oil development?

Question 3

How will the Jurisdiction make good from the
deforestation losses from 2005?

Question 4

How will conflict palm oil be removed from Palm
Oil development?

Question 5

How will stakeholders monitor sustainability
performance of Jurisdiction?

Question 6

Who will be the Jurisdictional manager to maintain
certification?

PHASE II

Question 7

How will RSPO verify the
answers to the above?

Question 8

Are all the farms complying with Good
Agricultural Practices?

Question 9

Are all the farms complying with proper treatment
of workers?

Jurisdictional Approach - Sabah

Jurisdictional Approach
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